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PROJECT  EXCELLENCE 
UNDER  WAY 

Project  Excellence:  Design- 
ing Education  for  the  Next  Cen- 
tury is  ihc  Board  of  Public  Education's 
plan  for  meeting  the  mandate  of  HJR  16 
of  the  1987  legislature.  It  is  a  process  for 
completely  revising  the  accreditation  stan- 
dards. 

Over  400  teachers,  administrators, 
college  professors,  legislators  and  citizens 
from  throughout  the  state  participated  in 
the  public  direction  setting  meeting  in 
September  to  set  priorities  for  the  schools 
and  education.  Among  the  issues  that 
emerged  were  education  funding  as  the 
highest  priority,  that  the  state  should 
make  quality  education  a  top  priority,  that 
Moniima  education  should  be  the  educa- 
tion of  a  world  citizen,  and  that  the  state 
should  provide  leadership  as  a  "facilitator, 
not  a  dictator  of  education." 

Action  groups  have  been  selected  and 
have  begun  rewriting  the  school  accredita- 
tion standards.  Over  the  next  four  months 
the  groups  will  develop  a  new  draft  of  ac- 
creditation standards  by  defining  student 
outcomes  at  three  different  grade  levels; 
identifying  the  resources,  requirements 
and  processes  which  will  enable  students 
to  meet  those  outcomes;  and  comparing 
the  new  standards  with  the  current 
standards,  making  appropriate  modifica- 
tions. The  Board  will  review  the  groups' 
recommendations  and  by  next  May  will 
hold  nine  public  hearings  on  the  draft. 
The  document  will  be  refined  and  pre- 
sented to  the  1989  legislature. 

For  more  information  on  Project 
Excellence  contact  Claudcttc  Morion, 
Executive  Secretary,  Board  of  Public  Edu- 
cation, 33  South  Last  Chance  Gulch, 
Helena,  Montana  59620, 444-6576. 

CONGRATULATIONS  TO 
HAROLD  TOKERUD 

OPI  extends  congratulations  to 
Harold  Tokerud  who  has  been  elected  Vice 
President  of  the  American  Association  of 
School  Administrators.  Tokerud,  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools  in  Colstrip,  served  on 
the  association's  Small  School  Com- 
mittee from  1982-85  and  has  been  Presi- 
dent of  MASA  and  SAM. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  RULE 

CHANGES 

TheSuperintcndentofPublicInstruc- 
lion  has  proposed  two  administrative  rule 
changes.  One  repeals  rules  on  post- 
secondary  vocational-technical  centers  to 
conform  with  the  legislature's  transfer  of 
vo-tech    governance    to    the    Board    of 


Regents.  The  other  is  the  adoption  of 
rules  to  facilitxile  the  establishment  of 
clearing  accounts  for  use  in  sch(X)l  dis- 
tricts. No  hearings  arc  contemplated  on 
these  rule  changes;  interested  parlies  can 
submit  testimony  on  the  rule  changes  to 
Gene  Christiaansen,  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent, Office  of  Public  Instruction, 
Stale  Capitol  Room  106,  Helena,  Mon- 
tana 59620  no  later  than  November  15, 
1987. 

The  Office  of  Public  Instruclion  is 
also  working  on  amendments  to  the 
slate's  special  education  rules.  A  public 
hearing  will  be  held  on  these  rule  changes 
at  a  date  to  be  announced. 


ECONOMIC  EDUCATION 
SEMINARS  OFFERED 

The  Montana  Council  on  Economic 
Education,  a  non-profit  educational  foun- 
dation, offers  workshops  to  help  teachers 
incorporate  economic  education  and  ma- 
terials into  the  classroom.  These  work- 
shops range  from  inservice  to  week-long 
summer  programs  and  are  often  available 
at  no  charge  to  teachers  or  school  dis- 
tricts. The  Council  also  has  materials 
available  for  teachers  K-12  at  no  charge. 

For  further  information  on  the  work- 
shops or  the  Montana  Council  on  Eco- 
nomic Education,  write  or  call  Dr.  Norm 
Millikin,  College  of  Business,  Montana 
State  University,  Bozcman  MT  59717, 
994-4874. 

AASA-NASBE  ISSUE 

JOINT  STATEMENT 

ON  PREVENTING  SEXUAL 

ABUSE  OF  CHILDREN 

The  National  Association  of  Slate 
Boctrds  of  Education  (NASBE)  and  the 
American  Association  of  School  Adminis- 
trators (A  AS  A)  have  released  a  joint  state- 
ment aimed  at  preventing  sexual  abuse  of 
children  in  Ihe  nation's  schools.  The 
statemenl-which  the  organizations  hope 
will  result  in  more  formal,  strengthened, 
and  widely  communicated  policies— in- 
cludes guidelines  for  local  school  districts 
on  staff  hiring  procedures,  the  reporting 
and  handling  of  allegations  of  sexual 
abuse,  and  ways  to  deal  with  the  out- 
comes of  investigations. 

According  to  the  joint  statement, 
policies  should  apply  to  all  categories  of 
school  staff,  center  on  the  problem  of 
sexual  abuse  and  molestation  of  children, 
provide  due  process  for  staff  accused  of 
sexual  abuse,  and  prevent  adults  convicted 
of  child  abu.se  from  obtaining  employ- 
ment in  another  school  system  or  state. 

For  further  information  on  the 
policy  contact  Tim  Callahan,  Director  of 
Public  Affairs,  NASBE,  703-684-4000  or 
Gary  Marx,  Associate  Executive  Director, 
AASA,  703-528-0700. 


RESOURCES  AVAILABLE 
FROM  NORTHWES  I  LAB 

Two  new  resources  for  educators  arc 
available  from  the  Northwest  Regional 
Educational  Laboratory  (NWREL).  Both 
are  available  from  the  Northwest  Region- 
al Educational  Laboratory,  Office  of  Mar- 
keting, 101  SW  Main  Street,  Suite  .iOl), 
PorOand  OR  97204. 

Two  consumer  guides  prodiicctl  In 
the  Lab  offer  educators  help  in  choosing 
the  best  instruments  to  assess  higher 
order  thinking  skills  and  school  and  class- 
room climate. 

Assessing  Higher  Order 

Thinking  Skills  and  Assessini; 
School  and  Classroom  Climate  re- 
view the  most  widely  used  insU'unicni.s 
and  those  commercially  available. 

The  guides  cost  $9.75  each  or 
$17.75  for  both  documents.  Orders  under 
$15.00  must  be  prepaid  in  U.S.  currency; 
orders  $15.00  and  above  may  be  prepaid 
or  accompanied  by  an  institutional  pur- 
chase order.  Returns  will  not  be  acccpied. 
A  series  of  research-based  resources 
for  use  by  educators  in  planning  and  im- 
plementing local  school  improvement  ef- 
forts is  now  available  on  a  subscription 
basis.  The  Research-Based  School 
Improvement  Series,  produced  by  the 
Laboratory's  School  Improvement  Pro- 
gram, includes  three  types  of  resource 
materials:  topical  syntheses  of  research 
findings  and  bibliographic  information, 
each  on  a  specific  area;  "close-ups"  on 
methods  and  techniques  that  can  be 
adopted  as  a  part  of  school  improvement 
efforts,  including  statements  of  research  re- 
sults, examples  of  practices,  and  biblio- 
graphic information;  and  "snapshots" 
describing  exemplary  uses  of  cffeciise 
schooling  practices. 

Series  I,  including  a  llircc-ring, 
tabbed  binder  to  hold  materials  from  the 
complete  series,  is  $34.95;  series  II  is 
$24.95.  Subscriptions  for  both  scries  I 
and  II,  offering  all  materials  at  a  cost  sav- 
ings, is  $49.95.  Prepayment  in  U.S.  cur- 
rency or  institutional  purchase  order  must 
accompany  orders. 


TELECONFERENCE  ON 

"EXCELLENCE 

IN  VOCATIONAL 

TEACHER  EDUCATION" 

On  November  24  from  11:30  a.m. 
to  2:55  p.m.  OPI  and  Montma  State  Uni- 
versity will  co-host  a  teleconference  on 
Excellence  in  Vocational  Teacher  Educa- 
tion. The  teleconference  will  be  held  in 
MSU's  Student  Union  Building,  room 
275.  The  teleconference  will  be  free  for 
up  to  75  people.  Call  Dr.  Max  Ambcrson 
at  MSU  (994-2132)  if  you  would  like  to 
attend. 
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lUCATION  WEEK 
R  15-21,  1987 


RESEARCH  PROGRAM 

The  Office  of  Public  InsU-uction  has 
received  information  on  a  federal  grant  for 
research  projects  led  by  teachers  in  public 
and  private  elcmcntciry  and  secondary 
schools.  The  deadline  for  iransmittal  of  ap- 
plications is  December  4,  1987,  and  the 
miiximum  awcird  will  be  S5,000.  The  ap- 
plication is  fairly  easy  to  complete. 

One  or  more  of  the  following  seven 
topics  must  be  addressed  in  llie  griuit  ap- 
plication: 

1 .  teachers'  roles  and  teaching  func- 
tions; 

2.  specific  instructional  processes 
and  materials; 

3.  effective  teaching  of  subject 
matter  content  (e.g.,  specific  subject  ap- 
proaches, examining  appropriateness  of 
content,  interdisciplinary  strategies,  etc.); 

4.  approaches  to  professional  de- 
velopment of  educational  personnel  (e.g., 
inservice  and  prcservice  activities); 

5.  alternative  patterns  of  school 
management  and  organization  (e.g.,  ad- 
ministrator-teacher shared  decision  mak- 


ing, dincreniialcd  stiiffing,  career  ladder 
programs,  etc.); 

6.  ways  for  schools  to  find,  under- 
stand, and  use  research  and  practice-biiscd 
knowledge  more  effectively  in  local  im- 
provement initiatives,  (e.g.,  development 
of  problem  solving  capacities  and  assess- 
ing research-based  improvemcnLs); 

7.  more  effective  strategics  to  as- 
sess student,  teacher  or  school  indicators 
of  excellence  (e.g.,  student  testing  strat- 
egies, teacher  performance  assessment, 
etc.). 

Contact  Ray  Shacklcford,  Deputy 
Superintendent,  for  copies  of  the  appli- 
cation forms  and  guidelines  (444-5643). 


ACADEMIC  "SPORT" 


NATION'S  SCHOOLS 

With  the  growing  popukirity  of  aca- 
demic competition,  secondary  school 
scholars  arc  now  sharing  the  excitement 
of  competition  and  the  satisfaction  of  a 
good  performance. 

In  the  past  four  years,  organizers  of  a 


scni i-annual  academic  contest,  Tlie Nation- 
al Knowledge  Master  Open,  have  seen  par- 
licipaiion  in  the  event  jump  2300%.  The 
first  KMO  attracted  teams  from  82 
schools,  while  the  8th  running  last  April 
iiu'olvcd  1,896  schools  and  about  27.000 
suidcnLs  from  all  50  states  and  Canada. 
The  format  of  the  Knowledge  Master 
Opcii  faciliiales  pariicipation  by  all  sizes 
of  schools  in  all  geographic  locations. 
Since  the  200-question  contest  is  sent  to 
each  .school  on  a  special  compuii'r  disk, 
teams  can  compete  without  the  cx^xmse 
and  disruption  of  traveling  to  a  central 
conicst  site. 

The  ninth  Nationiil  Knowledge 
Master  Open  will  be  held  December  2, 
1987.  For  more  information  or  to  enter, 
contact  Academic  Hallmai'ks,  P.O.  Box 
998,  Durango,  CO  81302,  or  call  toll  free 
800-321-9218. 


-CIKENBAR 


Nov.  I2-13-BoardofPublic 

Education,  Helena  (Claudeiie  Moiioi- 

444-6576) 
Nov.  12-l5--Molder.s  and  Shapcrs: 

Montana  Women  as  Community 

Builders,  Helena  (586-2196) 
Nov.  15-21--American  Education 

Week 
Nov.  16-22-Children's  Book  Week 


MISSING  CHILDREN  INFORMATION 

The  following  is  the  State  Dept.  of  .lusticc's  most  current  list  of  missing  Montana  children  and  tcijnagers  (age  17  and  under).  For 
details  on  the  Missing  Children  Program,  call  Bill  Erwin,  Dept.  of  Justice,  Helena,  444-3817,  (PD=Police  Dept.;  SO^Sheriffs  Office; 
TP=Tribal  Police).  Also,  if  you  ai"e  uncertain  about  the  status  of  a  student  in  your  school  who  is  not  on  this  list,  call  the  Dept.  of 
Justice. 


NAME 

B;irncs,  Vcma 
Bur.shia,  Roberta 
HickcnboUom,  Jenny 
Larscn,  Brcnda 
Mali,  Wendy 
MacLean,  Zachary 
McFaddcn,  Shaun 
McMillan,  Alan 
Mt)rrow,  Patrick 
Ptrimmcr,  Tinslcy 
Shocmacher,  Brian 
Smiili,  Hope 
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051372  15 

060171  16 

041772  15 

022273  14 

052170  17 

072970  17 

102081  6 

061270  17 

082570  17 

061971  16 

072870  17 

092572  15 


507/118 

506/138 

506/126 

500/1 10 

504/1 15 
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309/37 
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